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Polifiller 
A new computer tool lets you plug in the text of any politician’s speech and, with one 
click, it draws red lines through jargon. It is called Polifiller, as in “political filler,” and 
searches for phrases in what it calls the Hall of Shame. 
http://polifiller.com/ 
 
FactCheck 
We are a nonpartisan, nonprofit “consumer advocate” for voters that aims to reduce the 
level of deception and confusion in U.S. politics. We monitor the factual accuracy of 
what is said by major U.S. political players in the form of TV ads, debates, speeches, 
interviews and news releases. Our goal is to apply the best practices of both journalism 
and scholarship, and to increase public knowledge and understanding. 
http://www.factcheck.org/ 
 
Politics and Psychology 
APA's Psychology Help Center is an online consumer resource featuring articles and 
information related to psychological issues affecting your daily physical and emotional 
well-being. This site had an article about the Science of Political Advertising that is 
interesting. 
http://www.apa.org/monitor/2012/04/advertising.aspx# 
 
Microsoft Does Some Things Right 
The Windows team invests a mind-boggling amount of time, hardware, and people into 
maintaining compatibility. There are bugs in Windows that could have been fixed years 
ago, but can’t be, because that would break applications that (deliberately or 
accidentally) depend on those bugs. 
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/stop-bashing-microsoft-5-ways-theyre-awesome/ 
 
Mosaically 
Photo Mosaic Maker: 
If you are thinking of creating a photo mosaic without downloading any additional 
software, then you can look for free and reliable mosaic generators online. 
http://mosaically.com/ 
 
Ancient Incans Earthquake Proof Walls 
The brilliant ancient civilization figured out how to make seismically stable structures 
using stones that fit together like Legos. Now it's time to learn from the past. Over 500 
years ago, when Incan workers built Machu Picchu, they devised an ingenious building 



technique to prevent building collapse during Peru's frequent earthquakes. It worked a 
little like an ancient form of Legos: Every stone fit together perfectly without any mortar. 
Now California-based architects are using 3-D printers to create a similar design. 
http://www.fastcoexist.com/3037227/ 
 
Find Large Files 
Big files clog up your hard drive and many of them are just garbage that you can delete. 
Instead of downloading a utility to find them, you can use Windows Explorer. Simply 
type ‘size:gigantic’ into the Search box and Windows will show you all the files that are 
larger than 128MB in the folder (and subfolders) you’re currently browsing. Delete any 
you’re sure you don’t need.  
 
Make text pin-sharp 
Windows provides a utility to fine tune text to match your display. This is called the 
ClearType Text Tuner and unless you’ve made use of it, your text won’t necessarily be 
as sharp as it could be. You’ll find this utility at Control Panel > Appearance and 
Personalization > Fonts > Adjust ClearType text.  
 
Household Repair 
DIY guides for many household repairs, ranging from furniture to plumbing solutions. 
https://www.ifixit.com/Device/Household  
 
FIXITS 
Do it Yourself Tips and Helpful Household Hints on Everything Plus the Kitchen Sink 
http://www.mrsfixit.com/Fixits/index.asp 
 
Clean Microwave Oven Easily 
The inside of your microwave should be white. If it isn’t, you better get to cleaning. The 
process is incredibly easy and will only take about five minutes. 
 
Step 1 - Fill a microwave-safe bowl with water and add either a drizzle of dish soap or a 
tablespoon of white vinegar, whichever you have handy. 
Step 2 - Let it cook for about two minutes depending on how strong your microwave is. 
You want it to get nice and steamy but not boil over. 
Step 3 - Keep the door closed and let the steam do its work for about three minutes. 
Step 4 - Carefully remove the bowl, because it’s going to be hot. 
Step 5 - Wipe off all the sides with a paper towel, and clean the plate like a normal 
plate. If you don’t have dish soap or vinegar, cut a lemon in half, put it in a bowl full of 
water, and cook it for five minutes. This option is the most natural and the warm lemon 
makes your kitchen smell nice for a few hours. 
http://goo.gl/Vsb0xO 
 
Export Favorites/Bookmarks from Your Browser 
To export your bookmarks from Chrome: Click the Chrome menu icon at the top - right 
corner of your browser window, select Bookmarks, then Bookmark Manager or 



Ctrl+Shift+o. Click the down arrow beside the Organize menu and select Export 
bookmarks to HTML file. 
 
To export bookmarks from IE. Click the Favorites icon in upper right corner of browser 
window, select Add Favorites, click the down arrow next to Add to Favorites, select 
Import/Export, then Export to a file. 
 
To export bookmarks from Firefox. Click the Show your bookmarks icon (Ctrl-Shift-B) in 
upper right of browser window. This opens the Library window. Select Import and 
Backup, then Export bookmarks to HTML. (Contributed by Dianne Runnels) 
 
What Everyone Gets Wrong in the Debate Over Net Neutrality 
Interesting article points out that the giants like Google, Nexflix and Facebook already 
have fast lane servers within the ISPs. Suggests we should be more concerned about 
competition (or lack of it) between ISPs. 
http://www.wired.com/2014/06/net_neutrality_missing 
(Contributed by Dianne Runnels) 
 
The Ultimate Manuals Library 
A handy library of PDF user manuals for almost anything. 
http://www.manualslib.com/ 
 
Fax Zero 
Fax Zero allows you to send faxes to US and Canada for free. Additionally, it enables 
you to send faxes to countries outside North America at a fixed pay per use cost. 
http://faxzero.com/ 
 
Screen Capture 
Enter the address (URL) of any web page and the screen capture tool will generate a 
high-resolution screenshot of the full web page as a PNG image that you can download. 
http://ctrlq.org/screenshots/ 
 
Use Hidden Characters 
A site for copying the ‘hidden’ characters that come with the computer’s typefaces, to be 
pasted into emails, tweets, text documents, forums and whatever else you might need. 
Left click on character to copy, Ctrl+v to paste. 
http://copypastecharacter.com/all-characters 
 
Ask a Kid 
Ask a 10-year-old how to solve the problem of cleaning up trash, and you might end up 
with a concept like the "De-Waster 5000," a helicopter that scoops plastic out of landfills 
and the ocean — and then uses a solar-powered flamethrower to melt the trash into 
beds for homeless people. In other words, you'll get something that probably wouldn't 
occur to an adult designer. 
http://www.fastcoexist.com/3038720/ 
 



Two Factor Authentication 
List of websites and whether or not they support two factor authentication. 
https://twofactorauth.org 
 
Most Productive Ways to Waste Time 
"Every time you decide to work, the payoff gets evaluated twice: once by the limbic 
system and a second time by the prefrontal cortex," according to Steel. In other words, 
it's a battle of impulse against rationality. 
http://www.fastcompany.com/3038695/ 
 
How to Use the Windows Speech Recognition Feature 
Microsoft Windows Vista, Windows 7, and Windows 8 include a speech recognition 
feature http://www.computerhope.com/issues/ch001561.htm 
 
Unbreakable Gorilla Glass 
Corning, the makers of Gorilla Glass, which probably protects the screen on the 
smartphone you’re using now, has decided it needs to tell us exactly how cool its 
product really is. To do so, it has hired the Mythbusters team and come up with the 
videos you can watch here: 
http://goo.gl/PwYg5U 
 
This to That 
Find out which adhesive to use to attach one material to another. 
http://www.thistothat.com/ 
 
Crooks Don’t Want Anything I Have on My Computer 
Oh, yes they do. They want to infect your computer with a Trojan and make your 
computer a zombie for their botnet. Criminals use botnets to send out spam email 
messages, spread viruses, attack computers and servers, and commit other kinds of 
crime and fraud. If your computer becomes part of a botnet, your computer might slow 
down and you might inadvertently be helping criminals. 
http://tinyurl.com/llrfoy7 
 
Windows Task Manager 
The Windows Task Manager is one of the core programs that ships with every version 
of the Windows operating system. Designed to provide users with an overview of what 
is running and happening on the system, it is considered an advanced tool by many. 
The Task Manager is more or less identical on Windows 7 and earlier versions of 
Windows while it has changed in Windows 8 and newer versions. 
http://tinyurl.com/kgldd8b 
 
From the TCPC editor -- Thanks, Jeannine, for another great year of Nibblers tips 


